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COMPREHENSIVE EXAM GRADE RUBRIC 

Fail Low Pass Pass High Pass 

Demonstrates little or 
no knowledge of 
theories and 
literature.  Draws 
incorrect conclusions 
from literature or 
makes invalid 
arguments. Missing 
significant parts of 
the literature. Failure 
to respond to the 
question(s). 

Seems to be aware of 
relevant literature but 
lacking 
understanding of the 
main concepts. 
Simplistic analysis 
and poor ability to 
make connections 
across the research. 
Fails to respond to 
question fully. 

Demonstrates firm 
understanding of the 
literature and major 
theories. Makes 
connections across 
research and 
contributes some 
original ideas and 
insights. Fully 
responds to all 
questions. 

Has an exceptional 
and deep 
understanding of the 
literature and 
theories. Pushes 
beyond the basic 
insights of the 
literature to raise new 
questions and 
insights. Goes 
beyond reading from 
the syllabus. 
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